Cladophialophora bantiana infection mimicking neuromyelitis optica.
Cladophialophora bantiana (C. bantiana) is a life-threatening melanized mycelial fungus causing brain abscess. C. bantiana is usually observed in tropical countries, including India. We report a Japanese case of C. bantiana presenting with myelitis mimicking neuromyelitis optica (NMO) and brain abscess. A 73-year-old man was administered prednisolone (30 mg/day) for antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibody (ANCA)-related vasculitis 100 days before admission. He had right side-dominant paraplegia and sensory loss in the right leg. T2-weighted spinal cord MRI revealed longitudinal high-intensity signals at the T7 to T12 levels. A ring-enhancing lesion at the T10 level was detected on gadolinium (Gd)-enhanced MRI. He was tentatively diagnosed with NMO, and steroid pulse therapy was performed. One month later, an abscess at the right cerebropontine angle was noted on Gd-enhanced brain MRI. Two months later, several subcutaneous intramuscular tumors were detected. Based on the morphological study of the cultured organelle obtained by tumor enucleation and the internal transcribed spacer sequence of ribosomal RNA, the pathogen was identified as C. bantiana. Although he received liposomal amphotericin B treatment, the patient died of respiratory insufficiency. C. bantiana infection should be considered in patients with myelitis presenting with longitudinal lesions and CNS abscess in an immunocompromised state.